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Greetings from KKM Director Rev.T.$.Joshua

The coconut tree is referred as “Kalpavriksha” the tree of heaven as each and every part of
the tree is useful to mankind in many ways, such as food, drink, fuel, timber and source of
living. Sri Lanka has the proper climate and soil condition for healthy coconut cultivation.
From 2011 KKM decided to overcome poverty by donating coconut seedlings to the
desperate families in Northern and Eastern district. They motivated, empowered these
families to undertake coconut plantation to provide good and healthy life.

Coconut cultivation had given a sustainable income to support their families and daily

income.

These families have come forward to share their success stories as testimonials.

Pareupamail  fAUD OBHeviemest  © BuHE  OUMBL Helest  LweTB  AABNHH QBB
BevBlenduled  OHETTenEsT 2 _DLIGHHDHDTET  QIGOTesT  Hevld, B, &Mev  GloBemevr  BHBLUILesimed
AFesemesil  LUNTEFslIenddImL e ageno  @llenu  CoDE®Tessi(B, eUETOTeT  GUTHEGBEL
GPUBSHHMD el6oip Crredled ®mGaufl devmossipd 2011 16 AUessIB (PHeO Bevblendulest e dpsdled
AFHesTemesiLl LUNTEQFIendenl @h SHIHenDe eUTDAITSTIONS OFIMSDE LHHmET DadbHGHalHd
AUBHPDIDSHI. SbHH elenduled EeIml LIeohHenl Ul almpéHenduled bigesienesil LUNJEFOFUIenBLONTHNSenSH
IBLBSHBeTeng cleviLend HalfeCer LAHE OBTETEHD SHendHden BhiG FTeveLILBAIDesT.




Aevriemnasuisy Gxeenel LWlFFOFIsnaUTsd gHBULBaumD GLITHEMTSHIFLOTHBBEIS6T.

Present Economy and Future Trend of Coconut Cultivation in Sri Lanka

Coconut is one of the major plantation crops which play a pivotal role in
the economy of Sri Lanka. The industry is one of the country's major
P = pillars in the employment generation and foreign exchange earnings
‘:-' . andan essential component of Sri Lankan cuisine, nutrition and rural

. 41 livelihood. The coconut tree is often termed the “Tree of Life” or
“*’ “Kapruka” because of due to its multiple uses. It is substantial
contribution to the wellbeing and livelihood of people as well as to the economy of
the country. It can provide about 20% of the daily calories, 70% fat and 5% protein in the
food basket of Sri Lankans. Further a coconut tree provides fronds which can be used as
temporary roofing material and cultural decorations. Its stem provides rafters and every
dried part of the tree is a source of fuel wood. Partial ribs of a coconut frond are called
‘ekel’ which is used in making ornaments and sweeping tools for gardens or compounds.

R
Coconut inflorescence sap is used to make coconut toddy, arrack, honey and jaggery (sugar ﬁ
R

blocks made of concentrated sap). Tender coconut water is used as a drink and water from
mature nuts is processed as a sports drink and vinegar.
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The annual production of fresh coconut is 2500-2900 million nuts in 2015. Annual domestic
nut consumption is about 2000 million nuts or 70 — 80% of the total production, estimated
at 116 nuts per capita. This will continually rise with the increase in population. Another 15%-
20% are utilized for local coconut oil industry while the balance are used for coconut kernel
based export oriented products such as desiccated coconut, copra, coconut milk, powered
coconut milk, coconut cream and fresh nuts. Coconut oil is the main source of vegetable oil
used in Sri Lanka. The requirement of edible oil varies from 130,000 — 150,000 MT
annually. However, only about 65,000 — 80,000 MT of coconut oil is produced locally and
the balance requirement is imported as palm oil. The import of edible oils in 2015 has
amounted to 184,102 MT at a cost of Rs. 18,549 million. Coconut production in 2016,
estimated at 3,011 million nuts, declined by 1.5 per cent over the output recorded last year.
The decrease in the coconut production was mainly due to the low rainfall received in main
coconut growing areas in 2016.

In Sri Lanka, coconut occupies around 1,088,377 Acres of the arable lands in 2015 which
173,974 Acres are under estate sector and 914,403 Acres in under small holdings.An area of
15,658 Acres are used for cultivation of king coconut. The main coconut growing area
consists of three administrative districts within the “Coconut Triangle”: Kurunegala,
Puttalom and Gampaha. This region contains, totaling 54.42% of the present coconut
growing area of Sri Lanka.. The Southern Province is identified as the “Mini-Coconut
Triangle” and comprises the Galle (12,543 ha), Matara(14,398 ha) and Hambantota(20,733
ha) administrative districts, totaling 47,674 ha. Northern and Eastern provinces are two of

KRR
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the nine provinces of Sri Lanka covering extents of 8,884 and 9,996 sq.km
respectively. Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of these provinces and
practised mainly under rainfed conditions. The agriculture productivity is low due to harsh
climatic conditions (annual rainfall 1000 - 1250mm ), insufficient input use, low
management levels and outdated agro technologies, associated with an array of socio-
economic constraints. Commercial coconut cultivation with other annual crops could
provide stable incomes to overcome poverty and deprivation of these people. This second
coconut triangle will consist of the area of Jaffna, Mannar and Mulaitvu districts.
The plantation an industry has allocated around 800 million rupees to the project, which
includes 300,000 new coconut plants and other development projects funded by
government backed loans and subsidies. In the following two years, look to this region as
the next hotspot of coconut development in the Southeast Asia, and look for The Coconut
Cooperative to play a role in investing and working alongside the farmers in this region.

At present nearly 150 coconuts and coconut based products are being produced locally of
which nearly 35 are exported annually to 125 countries throughout the world. In 2015, Sri
Lanka has earned nearly Rs. 76 billion rupees in foreign exchange and foreign exchange an
increased by 3% in comparison with the previous year. It is highest recorded income hitherto
earned by this country. Its contribution to the Gross Domestic Production (GPD) is nearly
11%. Sri Lanka is ranked as the 2™ largest exporter of brooms and brushes, 3"“largest
exporter of desiccated coconut and coconut oil and 7" largest exporter of activated carbon
according to the world rankings in year 2016.The coconut processing sector comprises two

KRR
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distinct sub-sectors: kernel and non-kernel products. The major kernel products are
coconut oil, desiccated coconut, copra, coconut cream, and coconut milk powder.The non-
kernel sector products are based on the husk and the shell of the coconut. Husk
products include bristle fiber, mattress fiber, coir pith and other value added products for
example coir yarn, coir twine, Tawashi brushes, coir brooms, brushes, rubberized coir pads,
mattress for bedding, coir mats, rugs, fiber pith, husk chips, geo textiles and moulded coir
products used in horticulture. The greater part of these value added products are exported.
The industry has not been able to realize the potential yield due to several factors such as
continued cultivation of old and senile palms, majority of which are 60 or more years old,
use of suboptimal palm density estimated at 45, nearly half the recommend number of
palms per acre which should be 80. Also, substandard management practices are also
common among the smallholders which form the majority (70%) of coconut growers.
Identification of future potential is important for expand the sector. Increase in coconut
cultivation especially in war and Tsunami affected areas, introduction of high yielding
varieties and reduce height of trees for easy harvesting, Shift towards natural products in
global markets, reduce raw material export and focus on value added products.

A.G.S.D.De Silva
Lecturer,
Sri Lanka School of Agriculture,
Paranthan.



Greetings from People forum for change
Leprosy association

Most of us were affected by leprosy are living in an extreme poverty. Through coconut
cultivation we have benefited “Healthy and Wealthy life” which has transformed us. For the
last five years126 Leprosy affected families in Northern district were donated coconut
seedlings. We were motivated trained and empowered to grow healthy coconut trees.

We are now able to earn a steady income to support our families and help the community.

We are always Thankful to KKM and TLMEW for giving light in our life.

QBT CBTUIesTTEL LTSBaILL L aufseied HCeos1o] cemlpsaT. OGeemeil LUNTENsImE® fpeoLd GTRIGE
AUMDHEOHBUTD  LOTHBBHEHS BID AHeILelbss OHT_BISNHSSEBICHID. &L HH @baHl HesoBHeNe0
QL stessihdeo 126 a5mwCpmlemmed LTddsiLL L GBLOURIGEHHE HeTemesil LUITFaFUmes
QUBIBLILIL BETengl.  SIHesT epeold @esiml LIev]  GUBLOTEISHmS ILDG e mdu®HeSepiiser.
AL WITesT  HEBIHensey UMDAMTSTIHSTL &BIm BD FUpHHHw 2 Wihd G BIGener SemL_HE
UGBS, BHBE © sal 6Fuln &MCaf Heumomipn WHHL TLMEW Udw Ppeemhieehsd
GO [HEBINBET.




Dialogue 01

I am Ranjan Living in Naanaddan in Mannar with my family. We
were livingin poverty and struggling for day today life. KKM
stepped in my life supporting by donating 80 coconut seedlings.
At present all the trees are in blossom and ready for production
which I am looking forward.

In 2014 Mrs. Shan Arulanantham TLMEW (Program officer)
inaugurated new well and coconut seedlings were planted on
the same day. Now they are all healthy and producing coconuts.

My life is in bliss with the support of KKM and TLMEW.

Glesigh QLW @hHTFeDT. LoGBIesI [BBILL T6sT SIMoHHed aufledeiCpes. Bregld eI
GBWLD auglento Heneouled BBBSELTGI eTBIGaT auTddemauled QaBLBD GgesenesiLl
LTEFIen® euBIBILLL & 80 6igeienes kG Q@M UHHe SMILIUSDE
UGBS Sl LGl B8N GTBIGET AIMOHEND AIFHHIOTHMNBLD 61601 BLOL |60 60T
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Dialogue 02

I am Shanmugam Living inKadduppulamChulipuram. Me and my
family were struggling in poverty. At this time the generous
donation of coconut seedling were given by KKM and TLMEW are
all very healthy and productive. We are now benefiting the product
which is giving us a stable income.

We Thank KKM and TLMEW for all the loving support.

Glevig  Quw  FeBipald,  BresT STl BUyed  sldursded
uSbHBICnesr. Bregd elenidl GBEWUIPL augenouded SiesTulu’ GLmd. G eienesil LUNFAFUIens
apeuld srGaufl seomosipud TLMEW Blpeussipd @ealCuBhanaibssl. e SIH6sT Lievesiaemal
SggLelbss OSBRSS0 CBmD.

Dialogue 03

I am Pastor Selvanayagam. My Generous thank for KKM for their
donation of seventy coconut seedlings which we have planted in
our Church yard. We will be helping and supporting the Leprosy
affected families with all the product from the coconut cultivation.

cleoTgleLW] Pastor QFebaIpIWIGLD. 661G SHEFFEML JenLODHaMNe0T
HBFFOL. GIRIGET Feoll alamdHdHed 70 G\HesTenes ONhIbenaT
plausn® Mbal] semoemipw o Hal QFUssH. e  aped Sl s@L
QUBLOTEBIH BTG I TBTVE e QST WEHTUIeITed SIBILILEL WoHoEhde 2 Salasliu Smads Cpmo.




11

Dialogue 04

I am Yogeswaran living in Kaddupulam with my family. We were living in
poverty without anysource of income. KKM and TLMEW
brought light in our life and freed us from poverty by donating
coconut seedlings. Today me and my family are benefiting the
income of the product for our daily life.

eleoigl  ouwy  GunGmevairest.  BIesT  BILBLILeSH S0
afleHeiCpes. BrEd elewig  GOWUIL  aplenouledB b
adlfsemew  6Up  OBHemesT @  AMPEUTSTILONS  oTGal
SHeUMoETp  WLHPILD TLMEW  @esed aupBislul L gl E)6sinl SIH6sT LIGUeBIHenesT BIemid  6Tes1d) @@Louq,oLo
Sgualbss BTSN ®H S D6 Crmd;

Dialogue 05

I am Nagamma living with my family in poverty. Coconut
cultivation has transformed our life step by step bringing income in
our day to day life. We are grateful and Thankful to KKM &
TLMEW.

God Bless All.

Gléb‘@] QLW BITELOLONM. Gzﬂgﬂ GBWOUSHETT Hemew Resiml LigliLiguIne LoTHBOLY LD HigesTenesiL]
LlEeFlens s 2 Gal aliig sTHANBsSEDaS. RebBe® o Halbsuilsh Hr1Caul
SEUMOGIPLO WHEILO TLMEW [BialesIBISEhs@ cl6sIg! HesiNbe.
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STCaIf %H6VTIDEOI MID

District Church Individual
projects
Jaffna 245 1040 1285 122
Kilinochchi 620 4760 5380 951
Mullaitheevu 160 345 505 60
Vavuniya 75 242 317 -
Mannar - 102 102 80
Batticolo 80 230 310 -

Jaffna 55 67 230 718 - 215
Kilinochchi 350 601 1191 1035 1057 1146
Mullaitheevu - 60 - - 405 40
Vavuniya - - - 40 117 160
Mannar - 80 - - - 20
Batticolo - - - - 310

\ 808 \ 1421 \ 1793
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Mr.N.Shanugam
Mr.N.Jogeswaran
Mr.K.Kunam
Mr.K.Sooriyakumar
Pas.M.Selvarasa
Mr.V.Satheeswaran
Mr.K.Ranjan
Mr.R.Sureskaran
Mr.T.Anbalakan

. Mrs.S.Pavalaraani

. Mr.T.Jokarasa

. Mrs.V.Rasaththi

. Mrs.T.Thavaraani

. Mrs.S.Thanuja

. Mr.V.Varatharasa

. Mrs.S.Rajathilakeswary Ampaal
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Mrs.N.Nagamma
. Mr.K.Selvam
. Mr.S Karunakaran
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. Mr.R.Palasingam




