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Greetings from KKM Director Rev.T.S.Joshua 

The coconut tree is referred as “Kalpavriksha” the tree of heaven as each and every part of 

the tree is useful to mankind in many ways, such as food, drink, fuel, timber and source of 

living. Sri Lanka has the proper climate and soil condition for healthy coconut cultivation. 

From 2011 KKM decided to overcome poverty by donating coconut seedlings to the 

desperate families in Northern and Eastern district. They motivated, empowered these 

families to undertake coconut plantation to provide good and healthy life.  

Coconut cultivation had given a sustainable income to support their families and daily 

income. 

These families have come forward to share their success stories as testimonials. 

Cyfshtpa uPjpapy; njd;id cw;gj;jp nghUl;fspd; gad;ghL mjpfupj;J tUfpd;wJ. 
,yq;ifapy; njd;id cw;gj;jpf;fhd tskhd epyk;> ePu;> fhy #o;epiy ,Ug;gjpdhy; 
njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;iff;$lhf tWik xopg;ig Nkw;nfhz;L> tskhd tho;f;ifia 
Vw;gLj;jyhk; vd;w Nehf;fpy; fhNtup fyhkd;wk; 2011 k; Mz;L Kjy; ,yq;ifapd; tlfpof;fpy; 
njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;ifia xU jd;epiwT tho;thjhukhf nra;tjw;F kf;fis Cf;Ftpj;J 
tUfpd;wJ. me;j tifapy; ,d;W gyUila tho;f;ifapy; njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;ifkhw;wj;ij 
Vw;gLj;jpAs;sJ vd;gij mtu;fNs gfpu;e;J nfhs;Sk; fijfs; ,q;F nrhy;yg;gLfpd;wd.  
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,yq;ifapy; njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;ifapy; Vw;gl;LtUk; nghUshjhukhw;wq;fs;. 

Present Economy and Future Trend of Coconut Cultivation in Sri Lanka 

Coconut is one of the major plantation crops which play a pivotal role in 
the economy of Sri Lanka. The industry is one of the country's major 
pillars in the employment generation and foreign exchange earnings 
andan essential component of Sri Lankan cuisine, nutrition and rural 
livelihood. The coconut tree is often termed the “Tree of Life” or 
“Kapruka” because of due to its multiple uses. It is substantial 

contribution to  the  wellbeing  and  livelihood  of  people  as  well  as  to  the  economy  of  
the  country.  It can provide about 20% of the daily calories, 70% fat and 5% protein in the 
food basket of Sri Lankans. Further a coconut tree provides fronds which can be used as 
temporary roofing material and cultural decorations. Its stem provides rafters and every 
dried part of the tree is a source of fuel wood. Partial ribs of a coconut frond are called 
„ekel‟ which is used in making ornaments and sweeping tools for gardens or compounds. 
Coconut inflorescence sap is used to make coconut toddy, arrack, honey and jaggery (sugar 
blocks made of concentrated sap). Tender coconut water is used as a drink and water from 
mature nuts is processed as a sports drink and vinegar. 
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The annual production of fresh coconut is 2500-2900 million nuts in 2015. Annual domestic 
nut consumption is about 2000 million nuts or 70 – 80% of the total production, estimated 
at 116 nuts per capita. This will continually rise with the increase in population. Another 15%-
20% are utilized for local coconut oil industry while the balance are used for coconut kernel 
based export oriented products such as desiccated coconut, copra, coconut milk, powered 
coconut milk, coconut cream and fresh nuts. Coconut oil is the main source of vegetable oil 
used in Sri Lanka. The requirement of edible oil varies from 130,000 – 150,000 MT 
annually. However, only about 65,000 – 80,000 MT of coconut oil is produced locally and 
the balance requirement is imported as palm oil. The import of edible oils in 2015 has 
amounted to 184,102 MT at a cost of Rs. 18,549 million. Coconut production in 2016, 
estimated at 3,011 million nuts, declined by 1.5 per cent over the output recorded last year. 
The decrease in the coconut production was mainly due to the low rainfall received in main 
coconut growing areas in 2016. 

In Sri Lanka, coconut occupies around 1,088,377 Acres of the arable lands in 2015 which 
173,974 Acres are under estate sector and 914,403 Acres in under small holdings.An area of 
15,658 Acres are used for cultivation of king coconut. The main coconut growing area 
consists of three administrative districts within the “Coconut Triangle”:  Kurunegala, 
Puttalam and Gampaha. This region contains, totaling 54.42% of the present coconut 
growing area of Sri Lanka. . The Southern Province is identified as the “Mini-Coconut 
Triangle” and comprises the Galle (12,543 ha), Matara(14,398 ha) and Hambantota(20,733 
ha) administrative districts, totaling 47,674 ha. Northern and Eastern provinces are two of 
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the nine provinces of Sri Lanka covering extents of 8,884 and 9,996 sq.km 
respectively. Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of these provinces and 
practised mainly under rainfed conditions. The agriculture productivity is low due to harsh 
climatic conditions (annual rainfall 1000 – 1250mm ), insufficient input use, low 
management levels and outdated agro technologies, associated with an array of socio- 
economic constraints. Commercial coconut cultivation with other annual crops could 
provide stable incomes to overcome poverty and deprivation of these people. This second 
coconut triangle will consist of the area of Jaffna, Mannar and Mula itvu districts. 
The plantation an industry has allocated around 800 million rupees to the project, which 
includes 300,000 new coconut plants and other development projects funded by 
government backed loans and subsidies. In the following two years, look to this region as 
the next hotspot of coconut development in the Southeast Asia, and look for The Coconut 
Cooperative to play a role in investing and working alongside the farmers in this region.  
 
At present nearly 150 coconuts and coconut based products are being produced locally of 
which nearly 35 are exported annually to 125 countries throughout the world. In 2015, Sri 
Lanka has earned nearly Rs. 76 billion rupees in foreign exchange and foreign exchange an 
increased by 3% in comparison with the previous year. It is highest recorded income hitherto 
earned by this country. Its contribution to the Gross Domestic Production (GPD) is nearly 
1.1%. Sri Lanka is ranked as the 2nd largest exporter of brooms and brushes, 3rdlargest 
exporter of desiccated coconut and coconut oil and 7th largest exporter of activated carbon 
according to the world rankings in year 2016.The  coconut  processing  sector  comprises  two  
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distinct  sub-sectors:  kernel  and  non-kernel products. The major kernel products are 
coconut oil, desiccated coconut, copra, coconut cream, and coconut milk powder.The  non-
kernel  sector  products  are  based  on  the  husk  and the  shell  of  the  coconut.  Husk 
products include bristle fiber, mattress fiber, coir pith and other value added products for 
example coir yarn, coir twine, Tawashi brushes, coir brooms, brushes, rubberized coir pads, 
mattress for bedding, coir mats, rugs, fiber pith, husk chips, geo textiles and moulded coir 
products used in horticulture. The greater part of these value added products are exported. 
The industry has not been able to realize the potential yield due to several factors such as 
continued cultivation of old and senile palms, majority of which are 60 or more years old, 
use of suboptimal palm density estimated at 45, nearly half the recommend number of 
palms per acre which should be 80. Also, substandard management practices are also 
common among the smallholders which form the majority (70%) of coconut growers.  
Identification of future potential is important for expand the sector. Increase in coconut 
cultivation especially in war and Tsunami affected areas, introduction of high yielding 
varieties and reduce height of trees for easy harvesting, Shift towards natural products in 
global markets, reduce raw material export and focus on value added products. 
 
A.G.S.D.De Silva 
 Lecturer,  
                                                                                                   Sri Lanka School of Agriculture, 
 Paranthan. 
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Greetings from People forum for change 

Leprosy association  

Most of us were affected by leprosy are living in an extreme poverty. Through coconut 
cultivation we have benefited “Healthy and Wealthy life” which has transformed us. For the 
last five years126 Leprosy affected families in Northern district were donated coconut 
seedlings. We were motivated trained and empowered to grow healthy coconut trees.  

We are now able to earn a steady income to support our families and help the community. 

We are always Thankful to KKM and TLMEW for giving light in our life. 

njhONehapdhy; ghjpf;fg;gl;ltu;fspy; mNdfu; Viofs;. njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;if %yk; vq;fs; 
tho;f;ifapy; khw;wj;ij ehk; mDgtpf;fj; njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;Nwhk;. fle;j Ie;J mz;Lfspy; 
tl khfhzj;jpy; 126 njhONehapdhy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l FLk;gq;fSf;F  njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;if 
toq;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. mjd; %yk; ,d;W gyu; tUkhdj;ij ngwj ;njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;whu;fs;. 
,g;gbahd jd;epiwT tho;thjhuj;jhy; ,d;W ehk; r%fj;jpy; cau;e;j ,lq;fis mile;J 
tUfpd;Nwhk;. ,jw;F cjtp nra;j fhNtup fyhkd;wk; kw;Wk; TLMEW Mfpa epWtdq;fSf;F 
vkJ ed;wpfs;. 
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Dialogue 01 

I am Ranjan Living in Naanaddan in Mannar with my family. We 
were livingin poverty and struggling for day today life. KKM 
stepped in my life supporting by donating 80 coconut seedlings. 
At present all the trees are in blossom and ready for production 
which I am looking forward. 

In 2014 Mrs. Shan Arulanantham TLMEW (Program officer) 
inaugurated new well and coconut seedlings were planted on 
the same day. Now they are all healthy and producing coconuts.  

My life is in bliss with the support of KKM and TLMEW. 

vdJ ngau; uQ;rd;. kd;dhu; ehehl;lhd; fpuhkj;jpy; trpf;fpd;Nwd;. ehDk; vdJ 
FLk;gKk; tWik epiyapy; ,Ue;jNghJ vq;fs; tho;f;ifapy; xspNaw;w njd;idg; 
gapu;r;nra;if toq;fg;gl;lJ. 80 njd;id kuq;fs; ,d;W G+j;Jf; fha;g;gjw;F 
Maj;jkhfp tpl;lJ. ,dp vq;fs; tho;f;if tre;jkhfptpLk; vd ek;Gfpd;Nwd; 
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Dialogue 02 

I am Shanmugam Living inKadduppulamChulipuram. Me and my 
family were struggling in poverty. At this time the generous 
donation of coconut seedling were given by KKM and TLMEW are 
all very healthy and productive. We are now benefiting the product 
which is giving us a stable income.  

We Thank KKM and TLMEW for all the loving support. 

vdJ ngau; rd;Kfk;> ehd; fhl;Lg;Gyk; RopGuj;jpy; 
trpf;fpd;Nwd;. ehDk; vdJ FLk;gKk; tWikapy; Jd;gg;gl;Nlhk;. njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;if 

%yk; fhNtup fyhkd;wKk; TLMEW epWtdKk; xspNaw;wpitj;jJ. ,d;W mjd; gyd;fis 
mDgtpf;fj; njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;Nwhk;. 

 

Dialogue 03 

I am Pastor Selvanayagam. My Generous thank for KKM for their 
donation of seventy coconut seedlings which we have planted in 
our Church yard. We will be helping and supporting the Leprosy 
affected families with all the product from the coconut cultivation.  

vdJngau; Pastor nry;tehafk;. vdJ jpUr;rig Viofspd; 
jpUr;rig. vq;fs; rig tshfj;jpy; 70 njd;id kuq;fis 
eLtjw;F fhNtup fyhkd;wk; cjtp nra;jJ. ,jd; %yk; fpilf;Fk; 

tUkhdj;jpdhy; vjpu;fhyj;jpy; njhONehapdhy; Jd;gg;gLk; kf;fSf;F cjtpnra;a ,Uf;fpd;Nwhk;.  
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Dialogue 04  

I am Yogeswaran living in Kaddupulam with my family. We were living in 
poverty without anysource of income. KKM and TLMEW 
brought light in our life and freed us from poverty by donating 
coconut seedlings. Today me and my family are benefiting the 
income of the product for our daily life. 

vdJ ngau; NahNf];tud;. ehd; fhl;Lg;Gyj;jpy; 
trpf;fpd;Nwd;. ehDk; vdJ FLk;gKk; tWikapypUe;J 
tpLjiy ngw njd;id xU tho;thjhukhf fhNtup 

fyhkd;wk; kw;Wk; TLMEW ,dhy; toq;fg;gl;lJ. ,d;W mjd; gyd;fid ehDk; vdJ FLk;gKk; 
mDgtpf;fj; njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;Nwhk;… 

Dialogue 05 

I am Nagamma living with my family in poverty. Coconut 
cultivation has transformed our life step by step bringing income in 
our day to day life. We are grateful and Thankful to KKM & 
TLMEW. 

God Bless All. 

vdJ ngau; ehfk;kh. vdJ FLk;gj;jpd; epiy ,d;W gbg;gbahf khw;wk; ngw njd;idg; 
gapu;r;nra;if vdf;F cjtp nra;aj; njhlq;fpapUf;fpd;wJ. ,jw;F cjtpnra;j fhNtup 
fyhkd;wk; kw;Wk; TLMEW epWtdq;fSf;F vdJ ed;wpfs;. 
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fhNtup fyhkd;wk; 
njd;id cw;gj;jpahsu; tpguk ;. 

Details of Coconut cultivators of KKM 
 

 

 

 

District 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Yield  
Jaffna 55 67 230 718 - 215 122 

Kilinochchi 350 601 1191 1035 1057 1146 951 

Mullaitheevu - 60 - - 405 40 60 

Vavuniya - - - 40 117 160 - 

Mannar - 80 - - - 20 80 

Batticolo - - - -  310 - 

Total 405 808 1421 1793 1579 1891 1213 

District Church Individual 
projects 

Total Yield 

Jaffna 245 1040 1285 122 

Kilinochchi 620 4760 5380 951 

Mullaitheevu 160 345 505 60 

Vavuniya 75 242 317 - 

Mannar - 102 102 80 

Batticolo 80 230 310 - 

Total 1180 6719 7899 1213 
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rpwe;j njd;idg; gapu;r;nra;ifahsu;fs;... 

The best coconut cultivators 2018 
1. Mr.N.Shanugam 

2. Mr.N.Jogeswaran 

3. Mr.K.Kunam 

4. Mr.K.Sooriyakumar 

5. Pas.M.Selvarasa 

6. Mr.V.Satheeswaran 

7. Mr.K.Ranjan 

8. Mr.R.Sureskaran 

9. Mr.T.Anbalakan 

10. Mrs.S.Pavalaraani 

11. Mr.T.Jokarasa 

12. Mrs.V.Rasaththi 

13. Mrs.T.Thavaraani 

14. Mrs.S.Thanuja 

15. Mr.V.Varatharasa 

16. Mrs.S.RajathilakeswaryAmpaal 

17. Mrs.N.Nagamma 

18. Mr.K.Selvam 

19. Mr.S.Karunakaran 

20. Mr.R.Palasingam 


